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means, our butcher's, our baker's, our poulterer's, and cheesemonger's bills are monstrously exaggerated, not to mention candles just lighted, which sell for fivepence a pound, and many other perquisites best known to themselves and the pilfering villains their confederates
Add to this, that their continual gaming sets servants upon their wits to supply this extravagance, though at the same time the master's pocket pays for it, and the time which should be spent in a gentleman's service is loitered away among these rakehells, insomuch that half our messages are ineffectual, the time intended being often expired before the message is delivered
How many fiequent robberies are committed by these japanners^ And to how many more are they confederates* Silver spoons, spurs, and other small pieces of plate, are every day missing, and very often found upon these sort of gentle* men , yet are they permitted, to the shame of all our good laws, and the scandal of our most excellent government, tc lurk about our streets, to debauch our servants and apprentices, and support an infinite number of scandalous, shameless trulls, yet more wicked than themselves, for not a Jack among them but must have his Gill
By whom such indecencies are daily acted, e\ en in our open streets, as are very offensive to the eyes and ears of all sober persons, and even abominable in a Christian country
In any not, or other disturbance, these sparks are always the foienmst, for most among them can turn their hands to picking of pockets, to run away with goods fi om a fire, or other public confusion, to snatch anything from a woman of child, to stup a house when the door is open, or any othei branch of a thief s piofession.
fo slioit, it is a nursery for thieves and villains, modest women aie every day insulted by them and their strumpets; and such clnldien who run about the streets, 01 those servants who go on ei rands, do but too frequently bring home some scraps of their beastly profane wit, insomuch, that the conversation of our lower rank of people runs only upon bawdy and blasphemy, notwithstanding our societies for reformation, and our laws in force against profaneness, for this lazy life gets them many proselytes, their numbers daily mcreasirg from runaway apprentices and footboys, insomuch that it if